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Helping People Help the Land

« NRCS works In a partnership effort to deliver
voluntary, incentives based locally led
conservation on Private Land

o State and National Strategic Goal:

— “Eliminate and reduce impairments to water
bodies and help prevent the designation of
additional water bodies to the “impaired” list.”
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Gulf of Mexico Initiative

B Overall Initiative Area
Priority Areas Within Initiative




Conservation Impacts

« CEAP — Conservation Effects
Assessment Program
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National Water Quality Initiative

Initiated by NRCS Chief White in FY 2012

Funded through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP)

Each State dedicated at least 5% of their EQIP
allocation toward this focused effort




National Water Quality Initiative

Program Goals:

* Provide cleaner waterways and improve
water quality

* Provide healthy habitat for fish and
wildlife

 Reduce agricultural impacts on water
quality




Selecting Watersheds

 Impaired/Threatened waters
 Small watersheds (12 digit HUC)

e Efforts can have a significant impact on reducing
negative agricultural water quality impacts

* Focused effort should occur in a5 year period
or less

* Leveraging partner efforts that address the same
Impairments

e Availability of monitoring data that can be used to
demonstrate results
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2007 SWCD
Watershed Assessment

DeKalb County, Alabama
Farm Animals per 100 Watershed Acres

0603000104
Beef 13
Broilers: 3,975
Layers; 485
Swine: 51

0603000106
Besl 15
Broilers: 6740 il
Layers: 365 Lﬂamvllle
Swine: 32

0603000107
Baal 14
Broilgrs: B551
Layers: 379 =y
Swine: 17

0803000108 §

Beef: 18 \
Dy Q.35

Broilers: 6806
Layers 360
Swine. 15

ra
I b
0315010602 0315010601
Beef: 12 Boef 18
Dairy: 024
Brollers; 11144
Layers: 138
Swine: 12

1 in = 7.6 miles

0603000101
Beef 15

Broikers. 2.214

Layers: B30

0602000112
Beel 7
Broilers: 673
Layers: 48

Broilers: 612
Layers: 42

0315010508
Beef: 10
Broikers: 751
Layers: 161

0315010510
Beel 20
Brollers: 2078
Layars 141

Watershed Boundaries
based on 10-Digit Hydrologic
Unit Codes (HUCs)

0802000112

L‘f' (Sarmgpie)

DeKalb County, Alabama
Principle Crops (2005)

0603000101
Com 186 ac
Coltan 24 ac

0602000104

Corn 465 ac

Cottan 20 ac
Soy Beans BET ac

DEO3000106

Com 1,354 ac

Cotton 38 ac
Soy Beans 2.143 ac

0603000107 Priile ' L 0315010507
Carn 3,028 ac T P Com 95 ac
Cotton 100 ac e [ ! ; e Soy Beans 115 ac
Soy Beans 4,233 ac ] Zaldiae
0315010508
Corn 4565 ac
G€03000108 ; B Cotton 10 ac
Carn 1,859 ac Ly . Soy Bears 577 ac
Cotton 44 ac ; e

Soy Beans 2, T24 ac
0315010510
Com 372 ac

0315010602 0315010601  “otlen 498
Corn 919 ac Com 95 ac

Corn 30 ac Soy Beans 115 ac
Soy Bearns 1,154 ac

Watershed Boundaries
based on 10-Digit
Hydrologic Unit Codes
ODE03000 108
{Eample)
Highways & Roads




NRCS State Resource Assessment

State Resource Assessment M State Resource Assessment
Cropland Priority #1 Other Associated Ag Land Priority #1
heet Rill Erosion Water Quality Degradation - Excess Nutrients in
Loty sl RN A Surface and Ground Waters
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Partner Input

 NRCS identified priority watersheds
through the help of local partnerships
and state water quality agencies

— The water quality subcommittee of the
State Technical Committee provided input
toward the selection of watersheds for FY
2012




Major rivers

5 NWal watersheds 2012

£% Water bodies
— State boundaries

— County boundaries
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EQIP National Water Quality Initiative | .

2012 Priority Watersheds il
\\lﬁ\ Lauderdale ‘ ! & ﬁ .
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e Guntersville Lake — e \L IEVE’PP‘?’ ponrjfam (s
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e Choctawhatchee —
Cox Mill Creek and
Hurricane Creek

 Upper Black Warrior
— Binion Creek

x Mill Creek- ...

 Turkey Creek —
Luxapallila Creek
Upper

Tallahasse

O NRCS




Conservation Implementation

 NRCS conservation professionals provide
technical assistance to determine which
conservation actions provide the best results to
Improve water quality

 Example conservation practices:
— nutrient management
— erosion control
— conservation tillage

— buffers
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B Upper Scarham Creek Watershed
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25,000 acres of agricultural land



Guntersville Lake - Upper Scarham Creek

Exposed Litter Pile

Waste Storage
Structure
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Binion Creek

e Located in North
River Watershed

o Strategic Habitat Unit

e 95% In timber or ag
production

e Reduce sediment
load

 Maintain consistent
water temperatures
for aquatic species
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Turkey Cr -Lu

e Located in
Fayette
County

e /7,000 acres
of ag land

o Water supply
for City of
Fayette

Legend ;
i Priority Watershed
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Upper Choctawhatchee —
Cox Mill Creek and Hurricane Creek

| Newly Planted
Cover Crop

et ‘E.:':“’.‘I_Im

g
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2012 Summary

e 53,000 acres of agricultural land
e 9,061 acres under contract

e 51 conservation practices planned
— Animal waste storage/treatment — 15
— Soll health/erosion control — 23
— Grazing management/access control - 13




Future Water Quality Efforts

« NRCS has asked the Alabama Clean Water
Partnership (ACWP) to assist in compiling a list of
the most important 12 digit watersheds for water
guality and aquatic restoration projects.

Alabama 1
Clean Water Partnership
- .-.'"ﬁ\j' .. ) T 3 = t.l' b




Stream Prioritization Project

ACWP Basin and __Ai:ﬁﬁsmhéain Delineations
Statewide Priorities: & Sy —

- Agriculture and Forestry
Conservation

- Urban Conservation

- Aguatic Restoration

www.cleanwaterpartnership.org




Future Water Quality Efforts

e Source Water Collaboration

- National Video Conference with EPA in October 2012

 Presented Source water Toolkit & website

- Pilot Project with Alabama Rural Water Association and
Rural Utilities for Source water protection
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sourcewater

COLLABORATIVE

WHERE
SAFE WATER
BEGINS

Welcome to SourceWaterCaollaborative.org, a web forum about w
beagins —the lakes, streams, rivers and aquifers we tap for public

2 America’s safe drinking water
vater systems We are a weh
portal ofthe Source Water Collaborative. 23 national organizations united to protect America's
sources of drinking water
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EPA Releases Progress Report on Potential
Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing on Drinking Water
Resources

Posted om: January 14, 2013

In fight of its national study to understand the potential effects of hydraulic
fracturing on drinking water, the EPA released a progress report on the effort in
December 2012, The report summarizes the status of 18 research projects that
are-part of the overall study and offars updates on chemicals used during
fracturing. The study was initiated at the request of Congress in 2010 and looks
af the full lifespan of water in the hydraulic fracturing process

read EPA's hydraulic fracturing progress repaortin full

Register Today: Free January 9th Webinar on

Cnllaharatina with | ISNA Pronrame

| 2 USDA NRCS - Matural Resour... | (¢ Source Water Collaborative .

| 54 @] Best of theWeb @] Channel Guide & | Free Hotmail | Internet Explorer News € | Internet Start & | RealPlaysr Enterprise

Get Hellp SWP & USDA Allies About Us

UPCOMING EVENTS

2013 MACD Annual Meeting

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS
FProwide us with yaour email address and we'll notify
you hased on your preferences

Email Address

CREATE-YOUR-OWN GUIDE

' Collaborative has
Ito help you create a
ncourage lacal
with best practices,
people, and other resources that can
help them protect their sources of
drinking water. The online tool is free &
easy to create your own guide in just a
few minutes

i
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BRERw®EREC
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COLLABORATION CAN PROTECT
SOURCES OF DRINKING WATER Collaboration

Toolkit:
: :m;?f :EHER” b Protecti ng
e Drinking Water
Sources through
Agricultural
Conservation

STATE SOURCE STATE PraCtICeS

-

Help private landowners and operators,
Bpencies; and parners know they are
helping a bigger picture

WATER PROGRAM CONSERVATIONIST
« Bhare data and infarmation an * Implemant NRCS consarvation
delimeated sourca watar protacion Frograms tachnical assistance

g results

* Provide information and levarage

poténtal luivding Sources

it R B P el f?'fd_'r:?_ sl "Mn ® http [lwww.sourcewater
' collaborative.org/swp-

= EIP {water qualdy inbatives)

2 ;ql':::l;.?il;:-:lrl SEMVAINON Praciice u Sd a/
o Cons
Frogram

reation Stewardship

y . Funding capacity, and descretion
alrout what to fund

o dlinivkin 0 walae)

# Partnoer in eanducting outraach 1o i
Hgragmer Wil P& 2rg
{e.q., conservahon disincts)

POIVALE AN-RIATTETE OTH OferasDis

« Dizorationany technical assmstance
le-g. =ignisp warkshops for jrvete
Iaridaven nd Gperaios o

help impl i & waler guality
improvemnent projoci)

OUR COMMON GROUND
* Violentary (ron-regulatory) * Focus.on protecoang soil, * Achiave and demonsirale water

programs for private landowners water guality, and health guality resulis in priority areas.

andl pparators = Halp assure averall health of
_g'_:i:lmm'uniﬂnu




Water Quality Initiative
Public Benefits

NRCS is proud to be involved in a nationwide effort with
landowners and communities to improve and protect our
water resources

The landowners and farmers participating in the initiative will
receive conservation payments to work on the land in a
sustainable way which provides cleaner water

In addition to the financial assistance, the land will remain
productive into the future

Communities benefit by having clean waterways, safer
drinking water, and healthy habitat for fish and wildlife
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